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Executive Summary

Macau's security posture from March 3 to March 10, 2026, was primarily characterized
by a continued emphasis on national security integration with mainland China's
strategic objectives and robust efforts in maintaining public order amidst high visitor
traffic. The Macau government, under Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai, reiterated its
commitment to aligning with China's 15th Five-Year Plan and strengthening its
national security legal framework. Cybersecurity remains a critical area of focus, with
ongoing efforts to defend against frequent cyberattacks targeting critical
infrastructure. Diplomatic engagement saw Beijing reaffirming support for Macau's
international cooperation, particularly with Portuguese and Spanish-speaking
countries, while internal security forces demonstrated preparedness for large-scale
events and continued to combat cross-border crime.

Key Security Developments

• Reinforcement of National Security Framework: Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
emphasized the ongoing refinement of Macau's national security legal framework
and enforcement mechanisms, stating that safeguarding national security is
fundamental for the stable implementation of "One Country, Two Systems." This
commitment was reiterated during his interview with China News Service in
Beijing and during meetings with central government officials.
• Alignment with China's 15th Five-Year Plan: Macau's leadership, including Chief
Executive Sam Hou Fai, pledged full alignment with China's upcoming 15th
Five-Year Plan (2026-2030), viewing it as a critical period for economic
diversification and enhanced governance. This strategic alignment underscores
Beijing's increasing guidance over Macau's long-term development and security.
• Intensified Cybersecurity Measures: Macau's critical infrastructure continues to
face a high volume of cyberattacks, averaging 5,800 per day in the first nine
months of the previous year (likely 2025), though only a small fraction resulted in
security incidents. This indicates a robust defense system, but also a persistent
threat landscape. The government is actively investigating past incidents, such as
the July 2024 cyberattack on government websites by suspected foreign hackers.
• Hosting of Cybersecurity and AI Conferences: Macau is scheduled to host
multiple international conferences on Cybersecurity and Artificial Intelligence
throughout March 2026, including events on March 7 and March 26. These
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conferences highlight Macau's engagement with emerging technologies and its
efforts to enhance digital security expertise.
• Enhanced Border Security for Chinese New Year: The Public Security Police (PSP)
and other departments implemented extensive operational plans and deployment
strategies to manage an anticipated 6.0 to 6.21 million border entries and exits
during the nine-day Chinese New Year holiday (February 15-23, 2026). This
multi-departmental effort focused on public security, checkpoint efficiency, and
traffic management, demonstrating a high level of preparedness for mass
movements.
• Focus on Economic Diversification and Hengqin Cooperation: Chinese Vice
Premier Ding Xuexiang and other central government officials urged Macau to
solidly advance its appropriate economic diversification and deepen the
development of the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin.
This initiative is seen as crucial for Macau's long-term prosperity and stability,
moving beyond its traditional gaming-dominated economy.
• Diplomatic Support for International Exchange: Bian Lixin, the new
Commissioner of China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Macau, reiterated Beijing's
support for Macau's "expansion of international exchange and cooperation."
Macau is positioned as an open platform and bridge between China and
Portuguese/Spanish-speaking countries, and will host the APEC Tourism Ministerial
Meeting in June 2026.
• Visa-Free Access for Kenyan Citizens: On March 6, 2026, Kenya granted visa-free
access to Macau SAR passport holders, allowing stays of up to 90 days. This
development enhances Macau's international connectivity and diplomatic reach.
• Ongoing Anti-Fraud and Crime Efforts: The Secretary for Security reported in
February 2025 that Macau's overall public security situation remains stable, with
efforts to curb gaming-related crimes and fraud. Cooperation with mainland police
has led to the freezing of 546 bank accounts related to 72 suspected fraud cases
in Macau between September 2023 and December 2024. China's "Two Sessions"
also highlighted a stepped-up fight against corruption, fraud, and cross-border
crime.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Macau's security developments during this period are deeply intertwined with China's
broader geopolitical strategies and regional dynamics. The consistent emphasis from
both Macau and central government officials on aligning Macau's development with
China's 15th Five-Year Plan and strengthening its national security framework signifies
a deepening integration into Beijing's strategic orbit. This reinforces the "One Country,
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Two Systems" principle with a clear emphasis on the "One Country" aspect, ensuring
Macau's stability and prosperity are directly linked to national objectives. The push for
economic diversification, particularly through the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, is not merely an economic strategy but also a
geopolitical one, aiming to create a more resilient and integrated Greater Bay Area
(GBA) that can withstand external economic pressures and enhance regional
cohesion.

Macau's diplomatic role, as highlighted by the new Commissioner of China's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Bian Lixin, positions it as a crucial platform for China's engagement
with Portuguese and Spanish-speaking countries. This leverages Macau's historical
and cultural ties to expand China's soft power and economic influence, particularly
within the Belt and Road Initiative framework. The upcoming APEC Tourism Ministerial
Meeting in Macau in June 2026 further solidifies its role as an international hub for
exchange, albeit under Beijing's overarching diplomatic guidance. While Macau itself
does not engage in independent foreign policy, its designated function contributes to
China's broader diplomatic objectives, particularly in fostering multilateralism and
expanding its global network.

The broader international landscape, including the ongoing Middle East conflict
involving the US, Israel, and Iran, as discussed in China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
press conferences on March 3, 2026, indirectly influences Macau by shaping the
global economic and security environment. China's calls for de-escalation and
adherence to international law reflect its desire for regional stability, which is crucial
for its economic interests and the smooth functioning of global trade routes that
ultimately impact its Special Administrative Regions. While Macau is geographically
distant from these flashpoints, global economic volatility or disruptions to
international supply chains could have repercussions on its tourism and
trade-dependent economy, thereby indirectly affecting its internal stability.

Military and Defense Analysis

Macau, as a Special Administrative Region of China, does not possess its own
independent military forces. Its defense is the responsibility of the People's Liberation
Army (PLA) Macau Garrison. During the period of analysis (March 3-10, 2026), there
were no reported military activities, exercises, defense acquisitions, or arms deals
specifically pertaining to the PLA Macau Garrison or Macau's defense. The available
news focuses on internal security, law enforcement, and border management, which
fall under the purview of Macau's Public Security Police (PSP) and other civilian
agencies.
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The primary defense and security capabilities within Macau are therefore centered on
its highly efficient internal security services. These include the Public Security Police
Force (PSP), the Judiciary Police, and the Macao Customs Service. Their focus, as
evidenced by the extensive preparations for the Chinese New Year holiday, is on
maintaining public order, managing large crowds, ensuring border security, and
combating crime, including drug trafficking and fraud. The cooperation between
Macau's security authorities and mainland China's public security agencies,
particularly in combating cross-border fraud, highlights an integrated approach to law
enforcement within the broader Chinese framework. While there is no direct
information on modernization programs or defense spending trends for Macau's
internal security forces during this specific week, the ongoing efforts in cybersecurity
and border management suggest continuous investment in technology and personnel
training to address evolving threats.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Macau will continue its
trajectory of deeper integration with mainland China's national strategies. The
emphasis on economic diversification, particularly through the Hengqin Cooperation
Zone, will remain a top priority, with efforts to attract technology-driven industries
and expand beyond gaming. Cybersecurity will continue to be a critical area, with
ongoing vigilance against frequent attacks and the hosting of international
conferences to bolster expertise. Border security and public order management will
remain robust, especially with the anticipated influx of visitors for upcoming events
like the APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting in June 2026.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas:

• Cybersecurity vulnerabilities: Despite robust defenses, the sheer volume of daily
cyberattacks (averaging 5,800 per day) presents a persistent risk of a successful
breach, particularly targeting critical infrastructure or sensitive government data.
• Economic diversification challenges: Over-reliance on the gaming industry
remains a structural vulnerability. While efforts are underway, achieving
substantial diversification away from gaming in the short term presents economic
and social challenges.
• Cross-border crime: Despite cooperation with mainland authorities, the ongoing
fight against fraud and other cross-border criminal activities will require
continuous vigilance and adaptive strategies.
• Geopolitical spillover: While Macau is generally stable, broader geopolitical
tensions, particularly those affecting regional trade or international relations,
could indirectly impact Macau's economy and social stability.
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Indicators to monitor:

• Progress in Hengqin: Monitor the tangible developments and economic output
from the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, as this is a
key indicator of successful diversification and integration.
• Cybersecurity incident reports: Track the frequency and severity of reported
cybersecurity incidents affecting Macau's government and critical infrastructure.
• Visitor arrival and economic data: Observe tourism figures and economic
diversification metrics to assess the effectiveness of current strategies and
potential vulnerabilities.
• Legislative developments: Any new legislation or amendments related to
national security, cybersecurity, or economic governance will indicate further
alignment with Beijing's directives.

Strategic recommendations:

• Strengthen Cybersecurity Resilience: Invest further in advanced cybersecurity
technologies, threat intelligence sharing with mainland China, and continuous
training for personnel to counter sophisticated cyber threats. Participation in
international forums on cybersecurity and AI should be leveraged for knowledge
exchange and best practices.
• Enhance Cross-Border Security Cooperation: Deepen collaboration with
mainland Chinese security agencies on intelligence sharing, joint operations
against cross-border crime, and coordinated responses to potential security
threats, particularly within the Greater Bay Area.
• Accelerate Economic Diversification with Security in Mind: While pursuing
economic diversification, ensure that new industries and technological
advancements are accompanied by robust security protocols and regulatory
frameworks to prevent new vulnerabilities. The development of the Hengqin
Cooperation Zone should integrate security considerations from its inception.
• Maintain High Levels of Public Order Preparedness: Given Macau's status as a
major tourism destination, continued investment in crowd control, emergency
response, and public safety measures for large-scale events is crucial. The
successful management of the recent Chinese New Year holiday serves as a
positive precedent.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Macau Daily Times

• Associations call for transparency as fuel prices rise amid Middle East tensions 
(2026-03-10 00:44)

A mid rising tensions in the Middle East, international crude oil prices have surged, prompting 
residents and local associations to call on the Macau government for greater transparency 
regarding fuel price adjustments. Cheng Chung Fai, chairman of the Macau Association of 
Consumers of Public Utility Companies, explained that the recent increases are driven by crude 
[…] The post Associations call for transparency as fuel prices rise amid Middle East tensions 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t aims to facilitate duty payments for importers of liquor, tobacco products 
(2026-03-10 00:42)

The government is aiming to amend the current regulation on the consumption duty paid by 
importers of liquor and tobacco products. On the line is a simplification and digitization of the 
procedures, which officials said are intended to improve government efficiency and benefit 
importers regarding duty payment timing. As explained yesterday morning in a presentation 
[…] The post Gov’t aims to facilitate duty payments for importers of liquor, tobacco products 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Businesses support outdoor smoking ban, e-cigarette crackdown (2026-03-10 00:40)

Local representatives from the business and tourism sectors voiced broad support Sunday for 
expanding outdoor smoking bans and prohibiting e-cigarette possession during the first public 
consultation on proposed Tobacco Control Act amendments. The session, held one month after 
the initial public consultation on the law’s overhaul, drew about 80 attendees to the Health 
Bureau Conference […] The post Businesses support outdoor smoking ban, e-cigarette 
crackdown appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• DSEDJ flags need for careful review on relaxing overseas student admission (2026-03-10 
00:38)

The Education and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) said that careful review is needed before 
relaxing overseas student enrollment rules for non-tertiary school. In a written reply to an 
enquiry from lawmaker Song Pek Kei, DSEDJ director Kong Chi Meng noted that the potential 
impact on student numbers, class sizes, and long-term demand for non-tertiary school […] The 
post DSEDJ flags need for careful review on relaxing overseas student admission appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
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• Lawmaker calls on Beijing to introduce talent card for ‘global’ insight (2026-03-10 
00:36)

A legislator has proposed to the central government the introduction of a “Macau Talent 
Card” to attract international talent and nurture domestic expertise, aimed at benefiting the 
nation by facilitating access for high-level international professionals. The third plenary session 
of the fourth session of the 14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference […] The post Lawmaker calls on Beijing to introduce talent card for 
‘global’ insight appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• MOP20 billion fund to back only nationally aligned industries (2026-03-10 00:34)

The local government will establish a MOP 20 billion government-led fund by 2026 to drive 
industrial diversification, focusing exclusively on sectors aligned with national strategies and the 
development of the Guangdong-Macau In-depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, while 
strengthening integration with the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area. The local 
authorities announced their annual plan late last […] The post MOP20 billion fund to back only 
nationally aligned industries appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau opens tech competition to Spain for Portuguese- and Brazilian-focused startups 
(2026-03-10 00:32)

The government recently announced that its sixth innovation and entrepreneurship competition 
will accept applications from Spanish startups. The event was previously limited to technology 
companies based in Portugal and Brazil. The Economic and Technological Development Bureau 
(DSEDT) said it used its presence at the Mobile World Congress (MWC) to introduce the 
competition’s new format to […] The post Macau opens tech competition to Spain for 
Portuguese- and Brazilian-focused startups appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• 14,000 beneficiaries urged to complete proof-of-life process (2026-03-10 00:30)

The Social Security Fund (FSS) urged about 14,000 of its 177,000 pension and disability 
beneficiaries to complete their 2026 annual certificate of life immediately, warning payments 
will be suspended from April if missed. Beneficiaries can apply via the Macau One Account app 
using facial recognition or at self-service machines in Macau, Hengqin, Greater Bay Area […] 
The post 14,000 beneficiaries urged to complete proof-of-life process appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• SAFP website launches ‘Reform Together’ section (2026-03-10 00:28)

The Public Administration and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) launched the “Reform Together” 
section on its website to enhance transparency and public engagement in administrative 
reforms. The platform shares updates with citizens and civil servants, supporting modernization 
efforts under the government’s “steadfast innovation” principle. Focus areas include 
streamlining structures, improving civil servant capabilities, and advancing public […] The post 
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SAFP website launches ‘Reform Together’ section appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
 每日時報.

• Iao Hon sees two new Diagonal pedestrian crossings (2026-03-10 00:26)

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) announced two all-directional pedestrian crossings in Iao Hon due 
to high pedestrian and vehicle flow. Installed on Avenida da Longevidade near the Macau Slot 
Betting Center at Rua 4 and Rua 6 do Bairro Iao Hon, the crossings follow Traffic Advisory 
Committee consultations and coordination with the Education and Youth Development […] The 
post Iao Hon sees two new Diagonal pedestrian crossings appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• SSM proposes tougher tobacco controls and e-cigarette bans (2026-03-09 00:46)

The Health Bureau (SSM) announced on Friday five key proposals to strengthen the Smoking 
Prevention and Control Law, including banning possession of e-cigarettes in public places and 
standardizing tobacco packaging to curb youth appeal, amid ongoing smuggling issues three 
years after e-cigarette production and sales were banned. At the press conference, Lam Chong, 
who heads […] The post SSM proposes tougher tobacco controls and e-cigarette bans appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Plans target attracting investment to introduce specialty shops in six historic districts 
(2026-03-09 00:44)

The General Union of Neighbourhood Associations of Macau (UGAMM) is currently 
spearheading the revitalization of the city’s six major old quarters through the establishment 
of a district development center, with preliminary plans aimed at attracting investment to 
introduce specialty shops. The group is spearheading the revitalization of the six major older 
districts in the city. […] The post Plans target attracting investment to introduce specialty shops 
in six historic districts appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Portuguese author depicts experience of local transport in Macau and Lisbon (2026-03-09 
00:42)

The book “Crónicas da Carris e da Mesquita ao Nam Van” by author Ana Paula Barros depicts 
a connection between the experience of transport systems in Lisbon’s Carris (local public 
transportation) and Macau’s Transmac, along with other short chronicles that transform 
urban daily life into a space of meticulous observation. Barros, who observes what is […] The 
post Portuguese author depicts experience of local transport in Macau and Lisbon appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Authorities apprehend boat with illegal imports worth over MOP2 million (2026-03-09 
00:40)

The Customs Service (SA) intercepted a cargo ship carrying undeclared goods valued at 
approximately MOP2.11 million. The operation was carried out after a tip-off from the Hong 

https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/safp-website-launches-reform-together-section.html
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https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/portuguese-author-depicts-experience-of-local-transport-in-macau-and-lisbon.html
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Kong authorities, who claimed that the vessel, heading to Macau, was suspected of carrying a 
large quantity of illegal imports. Based on intelligence shared by their Hong Kong […] The post 
Authorities apprehend boat with illegal imports worth over MOP2 million appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• IC pilots hosting children’s go-kart activity at outdoor venue (2026-03-09 00:38)

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) trialed a children-oriented activity yesterday at the Outdoor 
Performance Venue in Cotai. The event, which included a track for non-motorized children’s 
go-karts, was held for only two hours, between 10 a.m. and noon, and was said to attract over 
500 participants, including children and parents. The mini go-kart track allowed […] The post IC 
pilots hosting children’s go-kart activity at outdoor venue appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Beijing hopes 2026 will be a ‘landmark year’ for relationship with US (2026-03-09 00:36)

China said it hopes this year will be a “landmark year” for its relationship with its biggest 
competitor, the U.S., striking a largely positive tone ahead of an expected summit between the 
leaders of the two countries later this month. China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, speaking 
yesterday at a press briefing on the sidelines of […] The post Beijing hopes 2026 will be a 
‘landmark year’ for relationship with US  appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Total scam losses of MOP300 million last year nearly match 2023 record (2026-03-09 
00:34)

The Judiciary Police (PJ) reported that the number of online fraud cases last year totaled 810, 
reflecting a downward trend, yet noted that total losses have returned to the peak levels 
observed in 2023. At the launch of their anti-fraud awareness campaign, police reported that 
telecommunications network fraud cases last year totaled 1,260 incidents, representing […] The 
post Total scam losses of MOP300 million last year nearly match 2023 record appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Northern district plans weekend market to boost tourism, spending (2026-03-09 00:32)

The northern district has faced criticism for its outdated facilities and lack of distinctive photo 
spots, which has hindered its ability to attract tourists. In response, the Industry and Commerce 
Association of Macau Northern District plans to discuss with the government the launch of a 
weekend market featuring cultural creativity and local souvenirs, aiming to […] The post 
Northern district plans weekend market to boost tourism, spending appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Dragon boat race kicks off Jun. 13 (2026-03-09 00:31)

The 2026 SJM Macau International Dragon Boat Race, organized by the Sports Bureau, SJM 
Holdings Limited, and the Macau Dragon Boat Association, will take place June 13, 14, and 19 at 
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Nam Van Lake’s Nautical Centre. The competition kicks off June 13 with local small dragon 
boat races, followed by local standard races June 14. […] The post Dragon boat race kicks off 
Jun. 13 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Vietnamese community marks Women’s Day with cultural celebration (2026-03-09 00:30)

The Overseas Vietnamese Association in Macau held a gathering to celebrate International 
Women’s Day, drawing about 160 Vietnamese residents. The event featured the first 
Vietnamese traditional costume fashion competition, where more than 30 participants 
showcased culturally distinctive attire to highlight Vietnamese heritage. Some participants said 
wearing traditional attire made them feel closer to home and […] The post Vietnamese 
community marks Women’s Day with cultural celebration appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Police investigating after device thrown at anti-Islam protest in New York City (2026-03-09 
00:04)

A counterprotester demonstrating against a “Stop the Islamic Takeover of New York City” 
event Saturday lit and threw a device containing nuts, bolts and screws at the protesting crowd 
after someone from that group used pepper spray on the counterprotest, police said. Police are 
investigating the incident that started late Saturday morning when someone from […] The post 
Police investigating after device thrown at anti-Islam protest in New York City appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• The nursery race that turns parents into anxious spectators (2026-03-09 00:02)

Nursery school interviews in Macau have quietly become a source of stress for many parents. 
The nursery admission interviews commenced earlier this month and will last until March 25, 
causing high anxiety among parents as they wait for the list of admitted children to be 
announced in more than a month. Education bureau authorities said […] The post The nursery 
race that turns parents into anxious spectators appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• Monday, March 9, 2026 – edition no. 4906 (2026-03-09 00:01)

* Snuff out — SSM proposes tougher tobacco controls and an e-cigarette ban in ongoing public 
consultation * Revitalization | Plans aim to attract investment for specialty shops in historic 
districts * The Script Road | Author explores urban life in Macau and Lisbon through transport 
chronicles * Macau Customs intercepts a cargo ship carrying […] The post Monday, March 9, 
2026 – edition no. 4906 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Supplier group warns of extended inventory cycles due to rising tensions in Iran 
(2026-03-06 00:54)

Despite rising tensions in Iran, stockpiles of European goods should cover local demand for up 
to three months, according to the Macau Union Suppliers Association. President of the 
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association, Sunny Ip, recently confirmed that short-term supplies within the region remain 
steady and said that the city’s imports from Europe and Africa account for 10% to […] The 
post Supplier group warns of extended inventory cycles due to rising tensions in Iran appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Deutsche Bank forecasts Q1 GGR to be 11.7% higher y-o-y (2026-03-06 00:52)

The German multinational investment bank and financial services company Deutsche Bank 
currently forecasts that local casinos’ gross gaming revenue (GGR) for the first quarter (Q1) of 
this year will be 11.7% higher than last year’s. According to a recent update from the bank, it 
is forecasting that the accumulated GGR at the end of March […] The post Deutsche Bank 
forecasts Q1 GGR to be 11.7% higher y-o-y appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Seasonal Renewal (2026-03-06 00:50)

As spring unfolds, we experience a season of renewal, flavor, and elevated indulgence high 
above Macau’s skyline at W Macau. On the 40th floor, the hotel’s specialty restaurant DIVA 
unveils a curated seasonal menu that embraces the freshness of the season. The venue 
presents time-honored traditions reimagined, delivered with vibrant flavors and refined 
craftsmanship. DIVA’s new Seasonal Treats menu captures the clarity and vibrancy of the 
season through precise Cantonese techniques. Executive […] The post Seasonal Renewal  
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Woman allegedly defrauds over MOP1.1 million while claiming fee of MOP2,200 
(2026-03-06 00:48)

An Indonesian woman is under investigation for allegedly defrauding six victims of more than 
MOP1.1 million by posing as a Taobao customer service representative. The 35-year-old 
suspect, a domestic helper, was arrested in a residential flat in the northern district on 
Wednesday following police investigations into reports from three locals who respectively lost 
MOP500,000, MOP86,000, […] The post Woman allegedly defrauds over MOP1.1 million while 
claiming fee of MOP2,200 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CCAC unveils fraud case involving subsidy to a civil servant (2026-03-06 00:46)

The Commission Against Corruption (CCAC) has unveiled a case in which a driver from the office 
of the president of the Court of Final Appeal (TUI) is suspected of committing fraud to 
unlawfully obtain a family subsidy of MOP120,000. According to a statement from the CCAC, 
after an investigation, the commission found that the driver […] The post CCAC unveils fraud 
case involving subsidy to a civil servant appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau shares potential common ground with Thailand for nightlife: Emporium rep 
(2026-03-06 00:44)

Macau and Thailand may have opportunities to deepen tourism and entertainment 
cooperation, particularly in nightlife and lifestyle tourism, according to remarks made at a 
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business delegation event involving MGM and Thailand’s EM District. The two groups hosted a 
business delegation of more than 50 members last night, where the managing director of 
Emporium said Macau […] The post Macau shares potential common ground with Thailand for 
nightlife: Emporium rep appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• IC promotes heritage protection awareness (2026-03-06 00:42)

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) has conducted community outreach activities to raise public 
awareness of heritage protection and help residents, merchants, and professionals better 
understand regulations governing the installation of shop signs and plaques in protected zones. 
Between February 13 and 26, IC staff visited businesses in central Macau to promote the 
“Instructions for Installing […] The post IC promotes heritage protection awareness appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Authorities step up controls as ovitrap index rises (2026-03-06 00:40)

The Health Bureau warned that regional dengue and chikungunya outbreaks remain persistent, 
raising the risk of imported cases triggering community transmission as visitor arrivals increase. 
Authorities expect mosquito activity to peak in April and have strengthened anti-mosquito 
measures. Last month’s ovitrap index reached 2.2%, up from 0.2% a year earlier, indicating 
early mosquito activity. The […] The post Authorities step up controls as ovitrap index rises 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Sam Hou Fai vows alignment with national plans (2026-03-06 00:38)

The Premier of the People’s Republic of China, Li Qiang, outlined support for Hong Kong and 
Macau’s prosperity under ‘One country, two systems’ during the National People’s 
Congress in Beijing. Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai, attending Thursday’s session, vowed to sync 
the city’s growth with China’s 15th Five-Year Plan, seizing national opportunities to advance 
economic […] The post Sam Hou Fai vows alignment with national plans appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t maintains three mobile telecom operators despite recent acquisition (2026-03-06 
00:36)

While local telecommunications provider CTM confirmed its acquisition of Hutchison Telephone 
(Macau) Company Limited, the Macao Post and Telecommunications Bureau (CTT) stated that 
three mobile telecommunications operators remain in the market. The Legal Affairs Bureau’s 
(DSAJ) company registration released Wednesday indicated that the shareholders of Hutchison 
Telecom have changed to CTM. This transition suggests that […] The post Gov’t maintains 
three mobile telecom operators despite recent acquisition appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Practical blueprint for growth and stability amid headwinds (2026-03-06 00:02)
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In a world grappling with sluggish growth, geopolitical tension and policy whiplash, China’s 
2026 Government Work Report offers predictability and certainty. Delivered by Premier Li Qiang 
to the fourth session of the 14th National People’s Congress, the country’s top legislature, at 
its annual gathering in Beijing on Thursday, the report sets a pragmatic GDP growth […] The 
post Practical blueprint for growth and stability amid headwinds appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Friday, March 6, 2026 – edition no. 4905 (2026-03-06 00:01)

* Freight Stress — A local supplier association warns rising tensions in Iran could extend 
inventory cycles, with dairy imports from Europe likely to increase * Gaming | Deutsche Bank 
forecasts Q1 GGR to rise by 11.7% * Taste of Edesia * Woman investigated for defrauding 
victims of more than MOP1.1 million by posing as […] The post Friday, March 6, 2026 – edition 
no. 4905 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• JLL: Macau rents set to stabilize in 2026 (2026-03-05 00:46)

Macau’s commercial and housing rents are poised to stabilize in 2026, even as commercial 
property prices continue to decline, according to JLL’s “Macau Property Market Review and 
2026 Market Forecast.” Mark Wong, senior director of Value and Risk Advisory at JLL Macau, 
highlighted the uneven recovery in comments on the report. The report, issued Wednesday, […] 
The post JLL: Macau rents set to stabilize in 2026 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• Vaping trend continues despite import ban (2026-03-05 00:44)

The trend in the use of electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes or vapes) continues to be widely 
observed in Macau. Over the last few weeks, amid an increase in visitors, particularly during the 
Spring Festival Golden Week, a large number of users of these devices were seen across the city. 
Tourists and locals, some unaware of the […] The post Vaping trend continues despite import 
ban appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CNY rush spurs call for seasonal buses next holiday (2026-03-05 00:42)

Opinion leaders from the tourism and community sectors declared the 2026 Lunar New Year 
Golden Week a success on public broadcaster TDM’s Macau Forum Wednesday, citing record 
visitor numbers and effective crowd management, while calling for enhanced customs efficiency 
at Hengqin Port ahead of the May Day and National Day holidays. Andy Wu, president of […] 
The post CNY rush spurs call for seasonal buses next holiday appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• 46 sham marriage suspects had ID cards revoked since handover (2026-03-05 00:40)

Local authorities confirmed that 46 individuals exposed for fraudulent marriages have had their 
Macau identity cards revoked over the past decade, amid continued public concern about the 
legal consequences faced by offenders in addition to prison sentences. According to public 
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broadcaster TDM, data from the Public Security Police Force (PSP) showed that from last year 
[…] The post 46 sham marriage suspects had ID cards revoked since handover appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• YOHO invests MOP30 million in food court project at former New Century Hotel 
(2026-03-05 00:38)

YOHO Group, one of the city’s hospitality operators, is investing MOP30 million to establish a 
food court as part of the ongoing revamp of the former New Century Hotel in Taipa, which has 
been closed since 2017. According to the company’s official website, the latest update 
indicates that the property is scheduled to begin trial […] The post YOHO invests MOP30 million 
in food court project at former New Century Hotel appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• Some West African farmers turn to TikTok as part of agriculture’s changing image 
(2026-03-05 00:36)

When Senegalese farmer Pape Fall first downloaded TikTok, it was to watch football and funny 
videos. In the last two years, however, he’s experimented with it to promote his produce and 
now sells most of it via the platform. A looped video on his TikTok profile shows a pile of 
cucumbers with slow-paced Senegalese rap […] The post Some West African farmers turn to 
TikTok as part of agriculture’s changing image  appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• Gov’t retrieves land plot to use as temporary parking lot (2026-03-05 00:34)

The government has carried out a joint interdepartmental action to retrieve a land plot located 
on Rua de Entre-Campos in Patane district. According to the authorities, the plot, totaling 1,685 
square meters, will be revamped and used as a temporary parking lot while planning for its 
future development proceeds. According to a statement from the […] The post Gov’t retrieves 
land plot to use as temporary parking lot appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gongbei Customs busts shower gel alcohol smuggling attempt (2026-03-05 00:32)

Gongbei Customs officers intercepted a mainland man last week attempting to smuggle four 
bottles of Moutai liquor into mainland China at Gongbei Port. The suspect carried shower gel 
bottles that showed no signs of prior use, but each had a noticeable gap at the bottom. During 
inspection, officers discovered a full bottle of Moutai hidden […] The post Gongbei Customs 
busts shower gel alcohol smuggling attempt appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Drone fireworks display postponed to Saturday (2026-03-05 00:30)

The drone fireworks display originally scheduled for Tuesday was postponed to Saturday at 9 
p.m. due to inclement weather. The event was part of the Chinese New Year celebrations 
organized by the Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO). The “Unforgettable Melodies at 
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The Ruins of St. Paul’s” concert, originally scheduled for 6 p.m. and 7 p.m., […] The post 
Drone fireworks display postponed to Saturday appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日 
時報.

• Man arrested over suspected RMB100,000 fraud (2026-03-05 00:28)

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested a 31-year-old mainland man on suspicion of fraud involving 
RMB100,000, which was allegedly used to repay debts. According to the case, the victim, also a 
mainland man, lost money at a casino and borrowed RMB100,000 from relatives. Unable to 
withdraw the funds due to daily bank transfer limits, he asked […] The post Man arrested over 
suspected RMB100,000 fraud appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Thursday, March 5, 2026 – edition no. 4904 (2026-03-05 00:01)

* Flatline — Commercial and residential rents are expected to stabilize this year, according to a 
JLL forecast * E-cigarettes | Vaping trend continues despite import ban * Following surge in 
Chinese New Year tourist arrivals, calls grow for seasonal transport measures next holiday * 46 
sham marriage suspects had their ID cards revoked since […] The post Thursday, March 5, 2026 
– edition no. 4904 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• US-Iran tensions raise concerns over Macau’s gaming, tourism outlook (2026-03-04 
00:44)

Escalating U.S.-Iran tensions are raising fears of oil supply disruptions that could squeeze 
Macau’s gaming and tourism sectors, local experts warn. Carlos Cid Álvares, executive vice 
president and CEO of Banco Nacional Ultramarino in Macau, called the situation a “complex 
web of challenges” for the city’s open economy. “For a highly open economy like Macau, 
[…] The post US-Iran tensions raise concerns over Macau’s gaming, tourism outlook appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Where things stand after the US and Israeli strikes on Iran (2026-03-04 00:42)

The United States and Israel targeted Iran in coordinated attacks over the weekend that killed 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and dozens of other senior figures and kicked off a 
furious Iranian response that was expanding into a wider regional war. U.S. President Donald 
Trump said the campaign could take several weeks. Allies of the […] The post Where things 
stand after the US and Israeli strikes on Iran appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Leaders depart for Beijing to propose integration plans (2026-03-04 00:40)

The National People’s Congress (NPC) and the National Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) are scheduled to convene in Beijing this week, as 
Macau leaders and representatives departed for the capital to submit proposals aimed at 
advancing regional integration. The proposals focus on promoting Macau’s integration into 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay […] The post Leaders depart for Beijing to 
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propose integration plans appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Economic ambitions hit limits to growth as national congress meets (2026-03-04 00:38)

China’s progress in building a modern economy, evident in its kung-fu fighting robots and 
self-parking cars, is hitting limits as a downturn in its housing industry drags on, small 
businesses suffer and young people struggle to find jobs. The gap between Chinese 
leadership’s high-tech, artificial intelligence-driven ambitions and the hard realities of slowing 
growth is […] The post Economic ambitions hit limits to growth as national congress meets 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Concerns rise as Portuguese language use shows signs of decline (2026-03-04 00:36)

Despite Macau’s status as a bilingual Chinese-Portuguese metropolis, the use of Portuguese – 
one of its official languages – has been marred by numerous errors and omissions in shop 
signage and public communications, suggesting a declining cultural influence of Portuguese, 
with Nelson Kot, chairman of the Macao Comprehensive Social Studies Association, asserting 
that the government […] The post Concerns rise as Portuguese language use shows signs of 
decline appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Authorities move to upgrade Coloane old market area for mixed-use cultural tourism 
(2026-03-04 00:34)

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) has launched a tendering process for a project to revitalize 
the Coloane Old Market area as part of efforts to boost community tourism and 
pedestrian-friendly spaces. According to the bureau, the project will preserve the existing 
pavilion structure located at the center of the building cluster as well as the […] The post 
Authorities move to upgrade Coloane old market area for mixed-use cultural tourism appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• ITTF holds World Cup in Macau for the third consecutive year (2026-03-04 00:32)

The International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) World Cup is returning to Macau this year, 
marking the third consecutive year the city has hosted the event. The tournament will gather 
the world’s 48 top-ranked male and female players at the Galaxy Arena from March 30 to April 
5. In a recorded speech, ITTF President Petra Sörling […] The post ITTF holds World Cup in 
Macau for the third consecutive year appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gaming revenues forecast to surge up to 13% in March (2026-03-04 00:30)

Analysts project Macau’s gross gaming revenues to grow between 10% and 13% in March, 
building on a strong February finish supported by Chinese New Year travel. Seaport Research 
Partners senior analyst Vitaly Umansky estimated in a Monday note that March gross gaming 
revenue (GGR) will rise 12.5% year-on-year, despite a 2.7% decline in average daily […] The post 
Gaming revenues forecast to surge up to 13% in March appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 
澳門每日時報.
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• Man arrested for drunk driving after colliding with bus (2026-03-04 00:28)

A local man in his 60s was arrested last week for drunk driving after colliding with a bus on 
Avenida 1 de Maio. When police officers arrived at the scene to process the incident, they 
detected the odor of alcohol on the driver of the private vehicle, who reported his occupation as 
a driver. A […] The post Man arrested for drunk driving after colliding with bus appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• DSAL and partner entities offer 457 job vacancies (2026-03-04 00:26)

The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) has collaborated with six integrated tourism and leisure 
enterprises this month to host job matching events, offering 457 vacancies. The application 
period runs until March 25 through the DSAL website or the Macao One Account mobile 
application. The matching events cover frontline and back-office positions across participating 
enterprises, including hotels […] The post DSAL and partner entities offer 457 job vacancies 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• In a first as president, Trump says he’ll attend the White House correspondents’ dinner 
(2026-03-04 00:04)

President Donald Trump says he’ll attend this year’s White House Correspondent 
Association dinner on April 25, marking the first time he’s done so as commander-in-chief. 
“The White House Correspondents Association has asked me, very nicely, to be the Honoree at 
this year’s Dinner, a long and storied tradition since it began in 1924, under then […] The post 
In a first as president, Trump says he’ll attend the White House correspondents’ dinner 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Top-level engagement at two sessions (2026-03-04 00:02)

When China’s top political advisory body and legislature convene this week for their annual 
sessions, the major item on their agendas will be a draft outline of the 15th Five-Year Plan 
(2026-30). The deeper story, however, lies in how these gatherings have evolved into a 
mechanism through which the country’s leadership translates strategic vision into […] The 
post Top-level engagement at two sessions appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Wednesday, March 4, 2026 – edition no. 4903 (2026-03-04 00:01)

* War spillover — US–Iran tensions raise concerns over Macau’s gaming and tourism outlook* 
Two sessions | Leaders head to Beijing to propose integration plans * Society | Concerns rise as 
Portuguese language use shows signs of decline * Urban planning: Municipal authorities move 
to upgrade Coloane Old Market area for mixed-use cultural tourism * […] The post Wednesday, 
March 4, 2026 – edition no. 4903 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Hospitality, construction, security and cleaning see more blue-card hires (2026-03-03 
00:50)
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The idea of further restricting the hiring of imported labor has been on the agenda of several 
lawmakers since the post-pandemic period, when many local residents lost their jobs and 
access to the job market became difficult for recent graduates. Recent statistics indicate that, in 
2025, the number of non-resident workers (TNRs), also commonly known […] The post 
Hospitality, construction, security and cleaning see more blue-card hires appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Uber targets Chinese tourists with Wechat mini-app as Macau market returns (2026-03-03 
00:48)

Uber is seeing strong user uptake from Chinese tourists through its WeChat mini-app, with 
activity particularly strong during the recent Lunar New Year travel period, according to the 
company. In a CNBC interview Friday, Uber Regional general manager for Mobility in APAC 
Dominic Taylor said the strategy is helping fill a key gap amid Asia’s […] The post Uber targets 
Chinese tourists with Wechat mini-app as Macau market returns appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Property transaction value drops 24% in 2025 (2026-03-03 00:46)

The property market showed a decline in value in 2025 despite a modest rise in transaction 
volume, according to data from the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). A total of 5,567 
building units and parking spaces were bought and sold based on stamp duty records, marking 
a 7.1% year-on-year increase in transactions. However, the total […] The post Property 
transaction value drops 24% in 2025 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Hengqin Port inspection channels to be expanded to 113 by Q3 (2026-03-03 00:44)

Hengqin Port’s Passenger Inspection Hall is now under phased, zoned construction to upgrade 
and expand its passenger inspection channels to 113, expected to be completed and available 
for use in the third quarter of this year. It is estimated that after the expansion, the planned 
passenger clearance capacity of the Hengqin Port inspection hall will […] The post Hengqin Port 
inspection channels to be expanded to 113 by Q3 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• Gov’t aims to minimize manhole covers as key task this year (2026-03-03 00:42)

The Secretary for Transport and Public Works, Raymond Tam, emphasized late last year that 
minimizing the number of manhole covers on roads is essential for the safety of motorcycle 
riders, making it a key focus of the Roadworks Coordination Task Force this year. In a statement 
issued yesterday, the Transport Bureau (DSAT) revealed that the […] The post Gov’t aims to 
minimize manhole covers as key task this year appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• As economy slows, young Chinese are snapping up cheap apartments to ‘retire’ early 
(2026-03-03 00:40)
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The “Life in Venice” housing development, a multibillion-dollar replica of the Italian city on 
the Chinese coast, stands silent. Many of the tens of thousands of homes are hollow husks of 
concrete and alabaster. But in recent years the remote, partially abandoned complex has drawn 
unlikely new residents like Sasa Chen, a burned-out young Chinese […] The post As economy 
slows, young Chinese are snapping up cheap apartments to ‘retire’ early appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Scholars endorse gov’t MOP11 billion allocation for diversification development 
(2026-03-03 00:38)

Scholars say the government’s plan to establish a MOP11 billion guiding fund to support 
economic diversification could help professional asset management institutions identify 
high-quality local enterprises with strong competitiveness and sustainability, while attracting 
social capital to the region. The initiative involves allocating at least MOP11 billion from fiscal 
reserves to create a government-led fund aimed […] The post Scholars endorse gov’t MOP11 
billion allocation for diversification development appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• LRT breaks all-time passenger record in February (2026-03-03 00:36)

The Light Rapid Transit (LRT) system recorded its highest-ever daily average passenger 
transportation figure in February. According to the LRT Company, the daily average reached 
33,100 passengers last month, exceeding the previous all-time record by 100 passengers. The 
earlier record was set during the system’s initial month of operation, when rides were offered 
free of […] The post LRT breaks all-time passenger record in February appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Mainland suspects held in RMB7.3 million fraud, currency dispute (2026-03-03 00:34)

The Judiciary Police arrested two men from mainland China on Monday in separate fraud cases, 
including one involving a RMB7.3 million high-investment scam and the other involving a 
currency exchange dispute. During a special press conference yesterday, the PJ detailed fraud 
charges against a 37-year-old man from the mainland who is suspected of defrauding two […] 
The post Mainland suspects held in RMB7.3 million fraud, currency dispute appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• MGTO receives seven inquiries as Middle East tensions disrupt travel routes (2026-03-03 
00:32)

The Macao Government Tourism Office has received seven inquiries or requests for assistance 
related to the Middle East since March 1, amid escalating regional tensions. According to the 
office, most cases involve travelers stranded in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Bahrain, as well as flight 
disruptions. Several countries have closed parts of their airspace, and multiple […] The post 
MGTO receives seven inquiries as Middle East tensions disrupt travel routes appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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• Tuesday, March 3, 2026 – edition no. 4902 (2026-03-03 00:01)

* Blue Talent — Blue-card workforce across several sectors is on the rise, with the hospitality 
sector accounting for the majority, followed by the construction industry, a Times analysis 
shows * Transport | Uber targets Chinese tourists with WeChat mini-app as Macau market 
returns * Market decline | Property transaction value drops 24% in 2025 […] The post Tuesday, 
March 3, 2026 – edition no. 4902 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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